Trends in socio-economic inequalities in bladder cancer incidence in Canada: 1992-2010.
Growing literature demonstrates widening socio-economic gradients in cancer incidence in different countries. However, few studies have measured the magnitude of socio-economic inequalities in the incidence of different types of cancers. This study aimed to evaluate socio-economic inequalities in bladder cancer incidence in Canada over time. Using data obtained from the Canadian Cancer Registry (CCR), the Canadian Census of Population (CCP), and the National Household Survey (NHS), we examined socio-economic inequalities of bladder cancer incidence among men and women in Canada from 1992 to 2010. Income- and education-related inequalities were measured using the concentration index (C) approach. We also analyzed the trends of income- and education-related inequalities over the study period. There is an increasing trend in bladder cancer incidence in Canada. The estimated C suggested a higher incidence of bladder cancer among low socio-economic-status individuals. The results revealed that income-related inequality in bladder cancer incidence increased among the female population. Education-related inequality in the incidence of bladder cancer widened for both males and females in Canada. The concentration of bladder cancer in Canada is growing among the socio-economically disadvantaged population. Further studies are required to help elucidate causal relationships between socio-economic status and bladder cancer incidence in Canada.